Scales

(“Topic scale” or just “Topic” is the most common term for our 4-level scale in DMPS)

It's important for teachers to have a thorough understanding of the topic scales used in standards-referenced grading.
Understanding is key to having consistency across classrooms and buildings in the district.

The broadest descriptors we have for performance levels are the Academic Descriptors
found in Guiding Practice 1:

Student-Friendly

Scale Score Academic Descriptor .
Description
I have demonstrated deep
Exceeding Standard understanding that goes beyond the
learning goal. Student-Friendly Descriptions are
Meeting Standard I have met the learning goal that’s in ]ust that—statements for students

the topic scale.

to ensure they clearly understand
what the broad academic

I have foundational skills and

Developing Toward Standard knowledge for the learning goal and I X
am almost there. descriptors mean from the start.
The evidence that I've submitted
Insufficient Progress shows I have a long way to go to reach

the learning goal.
In work I've submitted, I haven't yet
shown I understand the learning.

No evidence of student understanding
in submitted work

I have not yet submitted evidence of

Missing—student has not . .
learning for the learning goal.

submitted evidence

Next, we have more specific academic descriptors in our topic scales for each of those broad levels
above. The more specific academic descriptors below are relevant to all content areas. If teachers are not absolutely
sure of what “Developing Toward Standard” means, for example, they can refer to these scale descriptors in blue. It’s
critical teachers do not just assume things or make up their own descriptors for the four levels.

Use the table in blue.

Topic Scales

Score 4 In addition to exhibiting Level 3 performance, students demonstrate in-depth inferences and applications
Exceeding that go beyond the target.
Standard (Knowledge demonstrated is at a higher cognitive level than Level 3, not “exceeding” grade level.)
Score 3 Students demonstrate they have the ability to meet the grade-level standard. There are no major errors
Meeting or omissions regarding any of the information and/or processes (simple or complex) that make up the
Standard target.
Score 2 Students demonstrate basic foundational knowledge of the target, including recalling or recognizing
Developing | vocabulary critical to the target. There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details
g&"r‘ﬁg‘:d and processes, BUT there are major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and

processes.

Score 1 Student performance reflects insufficient progress towards foundational skills and knowledge.

Insufficient | (Level 1 is simply not a Level 2.)
Progress

Score 0 There is no evidence of student understanding in submitted work.

Score M | Missing: the student has not submitted evidence to show understanding of the standard.

No evidence
or missing




Finally, we have very clear, topic-specific scales used for creating assessments and for assessing a
student’s evidence of a topic of study. The descriptors in these scales usually borrow the wording of especially Level 1
and Level 4 in blue above. Levels 2 and 3 are worded specifically to the work of that topic but stay true to the spirit of
the wording of the blue generic descriptors just above. Here’s a science example:

Conceptual Physics Curriculum Overview

Topic: Forces
Driving Questions: How do Newton’s Laws explain changes in motion?

Crosscutting Concept: Cause and Effect, Patterns

Science and Engineering Practices: Analyzing and Interpreting Data, Science Models, Laws, Mechani and Theories Explain Natural Phenomena
Performance Expectation: HS-PS2-1
Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level
1
In response to observed phenomena, students will... In response to observed phenomena, students will...
A. Analyze data to develop a relationship between acceleration, mass Al. Solve basic problems using net force, mass, and acceleration
and force. (HS-PS2-1) for any variable in one dimension.

A2. Recognize patterns in the acceleration data for an object
undergoing a constant force and a changing mass or for an object
with a constant mass and a changing force.
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B. Analyze a system to determine net force and acceleration of an B1. Create free-body diagrams to show balanced or unbalanced forces.
object in one dimension. B2. Determine that balanced forces cause constant velocity.
B3. Determine that unbalanced forces cause acceleration.

C. Analyze the force of gravity between two objects to describe and C1. Calculate the weight of an object.
predict how the force varies by changing the mass of an object or C2. Describe the relationship between mass, the force of gravity, and

the distance between the objects. the distance between two objects.
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C3. Explain the difference between mass and weight.

Recognize or recall specific vocabulary such as:

force, net force, mass, weight, acceleration, free fall, balanced forces,
unbalanced forces, inverse square law
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